L/
t Susan Allen was the first American Indian woman to serve in the
Minnesota Legislature and the first openly lesbian American Indian to win
election to a state legislature. A member of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party,
she served in the Minnesota House of Representatives from 2012 to 2018. Allen is
Lakota, Dakota, and Anishinabe and identifies as Two Spirit.'? She is an enrolled
member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe.

She earned her JD from University of New Mexico Law School and focuses her practice on
helping tribal governments draft substantive tribal laws that address child welfare, housing,
economic development, and health care.® She is an expert in nearly all areas of taxation and
other matters relating to internal tribal governance and tribal government relationships with
federal, state, and local governments. She also has served as associate judge for the Lower
Sioux Community in Minnesota and for the Prairie Island Dakota
Community Children’s Court.
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